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unless that heie religious motives form a stronger tie of attach-
ment than political feeling.

This is above all the case in Wadi Dowasir, where enthusiasm
darkens into positive fanaticism of the worst kind, and where
the love of plunder comes in to aid even more than in 'Aared
itself. The most contemned and the most contemptible among
all the Arab race, if history, poetry, and satire (with my own
personal experience to boot) hold true, the denizens of Wadi
Dowasir, or Aal-'Aamar, to give them their genuine name, rank
the highest in the Wahhabee and the lowest in the national
scale. For ages nothing, they are now, to the misfortune of
their neighbours, something by their incorporation with the
great Wahhabee body; and no better exemplification of a cer-
tain vulgar proverb touching a beggar on horseback, and whither
he will ride, can be found anywhere than among the Khodey-
reeyah and Aal-'Aamar of Wadi Dowasir. Needs not say that
where pillage is to be had, their ragged troops can always be
counted on, be it for Sa'ood or be it for 'Abd-Allah.

Woshem is a very different province. Here predominates
the commercial, or at least the shopkeeper spirit, and "it is
the cause, it is the cause, my soul," finds a fainter echo in
Woshem hearts than anywhere else throughout Djebel Toweyfe.
But their quiet, unmartial disposition hinders them from being
otherwise than good subjects of a government on whose exist-
ence mainly depends their substantial profit, while it trebles
and quadruples the caravans of pilgrims on the Mecca road,
and fills the warehouses of the wayside towns and villages,
especially Shalpra', with whatever merchandise passes from the
West to Nejed In war this province supplies the commissariat
rather than the ranks \ however, its inhabitants are good Wah-
habees, and if they furnish few "Zelators," produce also few
malcontents.

Sedeyr is in extent the largest, and in reputation the highest
of all these districts. Here Nejdean generosity, courage, per*
severance, and long patience, are animated by somewhat of
that enterprising spirit so distinctive of the Shomer population;
and in physical qualities the men of Sedeyr have decidedly the
advantage over all their neighbours. Here also are those old
towns, almost the oldest on Arab records, old families, old and
honourable memories. The Sedeyr is the nobleman of Nejed,